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7W Diary Dates and Forthcoming Events

Including Harrow Beekeeper’s Association programme 2015.

Sunday meetings at the Hatch End Apiary start at 11am — 1.00 pm

2015
1% sunday Hatch End Apiary, always a work  No hives opened until
each month party. after 12.00
1lam-1pm
Aug 3™ Monday HBKA committee meeting ABC 8pm
Aug 9™ sy nday Honey preparation for show VJ Treatment available
Aug 30 - 31% Harrow In leaf 11" Annual Show  All members to help

Sunday - Monday

at The Headstone Village Show
(show and museum have been

renamed, it’s the same location
as before)

Headstone Museum,
Headstone Manor,
Pinner View, Harrow
HA2 6PX

Sept 13th Sunday

Q and A session

Sept 27th Sunday

Microscopy session

Nosema and Acarine

testing
Oct 6" Tuesday HBKA committee meeting ABC 8pm
Oct 11" Su nday Speaker meeting
Oct 29 -31% National Honey Show 2015 St George’s College,
Thursday - Saturday Weybridge.
Weybridge Rd,
Addlestone
KT15 2QS
Nov 7" Saturday HBKA AGM St Lawrence Church
Eastcote
2 Bridle Road,

Eastcote, Pinner HAS
2SJ

Nov 8™ Sunday

TBA

Dec 7™ Monday

HBKA committee meeting

ABC 8pm

Dec ZOthSunday Quiz/ mead and Xmas snacks
2016
Apr 8 — 107 BBKA Spring Conference Harper Adams

Friday - Sunday

University, Newport,
Shropshire TF10 9NB




Editorial

Hello, my name is Rod Parker and I've taken over as editor of Forager from
Anna Surgenor. As an introduction to myself, | thought | would tell you how |
became involved in beekeeping. | have been a beekeeper for around five 5
years and it all started when Andy Bateman enrolled me on a Beginners
Course at Harrow Beekeepers for a Xmas present and since then | have
enjoyed the bee experience and its many products. During my time
beekeeping, | have found Harrow’s Hatch End members to be very helpful
and supportive and over the years | have benefited from the very good
training sessions that Harrow BKA runs.

I am now retired; previously | worked in the oil industry and latterly was
running an oil industry trade association, which included publishing and for
about ten years | was the editor of its magazine. With a bit more spare time
| thought it was time for me to reciprocate and so | offered to help with
Harrow’s magazine, as | can offer some of the skills it needs.

Back to the bees, at the end of the last winter period | found that | had lost
my bees for the second time since | started; my considered opinion was the
loss was mainly due to the long cool winter period we had last year in the
Chilterns, where | live. We had nearly four months of daytime temperature
below 7°C; this meant my bees really didn’t get out, so they couldn’t attend
to their housekeeping routine. On the first warmer day when | opened the
hive up | found that they had plenty of food, but there were thousands of
dead bees. | looked into most possible causes, including Nosema, but didn’t
really find what had caused their demise. Since then, my new overwintered
Buckfast bees ‘nuc’ supplied from Viktor and Lucy at Banbury have been
introduced into a new 14 x 12” Polystyrene hive — ready insulated to try to
address my local cool winter climate problems and a bit bigger to increase
the numbers going into next winter. So far, this change has been a runaway
success. | have never seen so many bees in a hive. Especially when you
remember it started for me as a ‘nuc’ on the 18" April with a few thousand
bees and now | am told it is already has over 50k bees. | have added 3 supers
by 3" week of June, which are filling up fast and who knows what they will be
like by the end of the honey flow period.

Rod Parker
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Beelines

These comments were written in the first week of July. The potential honey
crop looks good, even if the plants had to struggle to get enough moisture to
produce the nectar.

Rainfall 2015  April 0.85 inches
May 1.4 inches
June 0.15 inches.

The honey taken off the hive seemed darker than usual; these hives
contained a large amount of capped granulated winter stores. The combs
were uncapped and returned to the hive above the brood. The general
wisdom is to put such comb below the brood. The bees ate the granulated
food to fill it with dark spring nectar.

Honey in Chorleywood is being sold at £7.00 / £7.25p per Ib. These prices are
nice reward for the beekeeper.

On July 3rd my roof where my hives were sited reached 93°F (33.9°C) the
hottest temperature for a hundred years. All day the bees were controlling
the hive temperature by fanning with their wings. It was interesting to see
the bees utilising the odd gap in the hive body to help the ventilation.

The Met Office warns us that we could enter a mini ice age within the next
forty years. A decrease of Sun spots has been observed today. This indicates
that the sun is going through a cool phase, the winds will disrupted and draw
in cooler air from the Artic. However this will not stop Global warming
because only 20% of the climate will change.

Whilst | was sipping coffee in a garden centre | spoke to a lady about flowers
and bees. She reminded me that bee venom was believed to be good for
helping arthritic joints. An article in a medical journal reported on research in
a central European village where 50% of the inhabitants were beekeepers;
however their arthritis was not improved by bee stings. The lady did advise
rubbing WD40 on the joints the disadvantage of this is being engulfed in a
cloud of lubricant.



Thank you David for writing your Chronological on the history of beekeeping
in Middlesex. There is an earlier date of 1336 for beekeeping. A Bucks local
court report stated that John de Branson who holds the Mill Pond from the
Earl of Oxford has placed certain beehives on the adjacent lands which he
does not rent for which he was fined a shilling. The pond was part of the River
Chess.

A black horse was worth 12 shillings, a cow was valued at7/8 shillings, so it
seems this beekeeper was heavily fined. The locals were distressed and
annoyed by the constant buzz of the bees.

A few years ago a Stanmore beekeeper was the recipient of a complaint from
his neighbour who said that the loud buzz of the bee hive against the party
fence was causing intense stress. This beekeeper wisely moved his bees.

In the past Middlesex Beekeepers had two venues for their weekend
beekeeping .The Battle of Britain house in Ducks Hill Road Ruislip, which was
a lovely house given by parents as a memorial to their son who was killed in
the Battle of Britain. Beekeepers could stay for the weekend and enjoy
interesting meals and talks by luminaries such as Dr Eva Crane, Bewolf
Cooper and Dr Fraser. An Indian bean tree with a plaque was planted by the
Middlesex Beekeepers as a ‘thank you’ to the warden. Sadly later the house
was burnt to the ground.

The next venue was Norwood Hall, a horticultural college where the
Middlesex County instructor resided. There were beautiful grounds with large
greenhouses where they grew bananas etc.

One year we had the top bee scientists from Rothampstead as our speakers.
Who could forget the talk given by the late John Wilson M.B.E. of Ealing
Beekeepers on the making of a hive floor which went very wrong, or M.P.D
jumping up and down on his hand made skep to show how strong it was to be
able to withstand his weight.

Where do bees wait for their transport? --at the buzz stop.
Why do bees have sticky hairs? --- because they use honey comb.

In the interests of health and safety do not use WD40 on your skin.

Michael P Davey



Beekeeping in Iraq

Mufeed and his daughter Nabaa gave a fascinating talk on beekeeping in Iraq
to a well-attended session in April. The ABC was packed to bursting as
members gathered to hear about their experiences.

Firstly Nabaa outlined the history of beekeeping in Iraq starting with the
Sumerian Era over 5000 years ago. Recent history began in the 1950s when
the Ministry of Agriculture imported Langstroth hives for the first time and
started to support beekeepers. By 1980 there were over 500,000 hives, and
every farmer was considered a beekeeper at that time. The varroa mite
appeared for the first time during the First Gulf War, and as a result 90% of
hives were lost. This was not helped by the government neglecting
environmental well-being at that time. During the 1990s, the Iraqi
Beekeepers Association was independently established by a group of
beekeepers, who contacted the Food and Agriculture Organisation to try to
look further into cases of Nosema. Once this was controlled using pesticides
and drugs, beekeeping in Iraq started to improve.

Nabaa drew a map of Iraq showing the different areas. The area around
Baghdad by the Tigris and Euphrates rivers is the most fertile and so is the
easiest area to produce honey. In the mountainous areas it is more difficult.

Nabaa and Mufeed then went on to describe the types of bees found in Iraqg.
The main one is Apis Mellifera Syriaca, which is the native honey bee in Iraq
and is yellow in colour, has long legs, is inclined to swarm and is active in
collecting nectar and less so in propolis. There is also Apis Mellifera Mellifera,
which is a dark bee and is located in traditional hives in North Iraq. Apis
Floria is a dwarf bee, and it is not known if they were introduced by humans
or migrated from West Asia.

The beekeeping season in Iraq is very long with a short winter. Mufeed said
that beekeeping there is easier because of this, and there are several honey
harvests. The season starts in February, with Apricot, Peach and Pear
blossom, then citrus trees start blooming in early March giving a harvest
around the middle of April. May flowering Eucalyptus, Clover and Alfafa
produce a harvest around the middle of June, and during June and July
Sunflowers and Liquorice bloom being harvested the end of July. In October,
the Christ Thorn tree, also known as the Sider or Jujube tree blooms. This is
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found in Middle and South Iraq, and produces Al-Sider honey, which is
famous and expensive. In North Iraq, the weather is cooler and the land is
mountainous. Here honey called Mountain Honey is produced from the
blossom of the Almond, Hazel and Cherry trees.

Mufeed with beekeeping items that he made, including a wax horse carving.

Nabaa went on to describe the types of honey produced from these different
harvests, from the thin, mild citrus honey to the dark, amber colour of the Al-
Sider honey, which is thick, aromatic and very sweet. We were then treated
to a taste of Al-Sider honey from some jars generously brought in by Mufeed
and Nabaa. It was delicious! We were also given samples of the fruit which
was similar to apple in texture.

After this, diseases and pests were described, including AFB, EFB, chalk
brood, stone brood, varroa, nosema, acarine and wax moth. These of course

9



are all well known to UK beekeepers. Some differences in treatment are
apparent, however, with fumidil B being used for nosema.

Some pictures of traditional hives were shown, including clay, tree trunk and
woven willow. Langstroth hives were introduced in the 1950s.

Mufeed described his use of peppermint oil fumes to treat varroa, as well as
wooden sticks soaked in liquid which has been prepared by steeping
coriander leaves in boiling water.

Some colourful pictures of bee ‘enemies’ were shown, including the Bee
Eater which is a migratory bird which can eat up to 70 bees per day. Also the
Oriental Hornet (Vespa Orientalis) which is a serious pest which steals both
honey and preys on bees.

Finally, Mufeed outlined some of the challenges to beekeepers in Iraq. He
described how he had to move hives because palm trees are sprayed in April
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every year with pesticides to prevent the spread of disease. This is a difficult
process as they have to be kept away from pollen and nectar for at least two
weeks as the pesticides are oil-based and long lasting. Transport is extremely
difficult in Irag, and he also lost hives due to the dates of the spraying
changing without warning.

The experiences of beekeepers from other parts of the world serve to
educate and expand our own knowledge and enrich our practice here. Jo
thanked Mufeed and Nabaa on behalf of everyone for a fascinating and
enjoyable talk.

Eileen Samuroff

Bees in the City

| was chosen as one of the beekeepers taking part in the ‘Bees in the City’
research programme and | had arranged for researcher’s visit to take place on
the day before we were departing on holiday in May earlier year. | had seen
notices in BeeCraft, BBKA News and in an email from HBKA asking for
volunteers to take part. | got in touch and filled in a comprehensive
guestionnaire before being picked to take part. As you can probably imagine
it was all a bit of a rush trying to fit this in with getting ready to go away, but |
eagerly awaited the visit and luckily it didn’t rained on the day, so the
planned visit could take place.

The visit of Elizabeth Samuelson of Royal Holloway, University of London took
place a few weeks after installing my new overwintered ‘nuc’ of Buckfast
bees into a new hive. Liz Samuelson’s research will screen both city bees and
bees located around the edges of cities (that’s where my bees came in) — the
bees would be checked for forage, pesticides and disease. The new pollen
that has been collected in the hive will be identified to see which plants they
have visited. A sample of bees will be used to analyse pesticide residues in
urban and rural hives. DNA testing will be used to compare prevalence of
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deformed wing (DWV), Nosema apis and Nosema ceranae and finally Varroa
Mite infection will be tested for.

| spent a most interesting hour watching and helping Liz go about her tasks
and later in the year | look forward to hearing the results of this important

research.

Rod Parker

Keeping Cool

During the summer months, especially this year, which has been particularly
warm during June/July, beekeepers have had another problem to face - that
of keeping cool whilst going about their routine hive inspection duties. One of
our members Jeanie Cruickshank suggested that | write an article on this
topic.

As it has been so hot this year, Jeanie has noticed that there have been
discussions on the BBKA Facebook page on how to keep cool. Some people
have been pouring buckets of water over themselves! Someone else talked
about ice cubes wrapped round your wrists. Jeanie’s solution has been to
invest in a new type of bee suits that is made from a unique porous mesh
weave ‘Triple Layer’ of poly-cotton and was purchased from a UK supplier.
The new suit has now arrived and on taking it out from the box Jeanie was
surprised how heavy it was for a mesh fabric. Jeanie has agreed to update us
on its performance and benefits later in the year.
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| too have
suffered when
carrying out
inspections in
hot weather
and have so
far only looked
for solutions. |
have seen
similar bee
suits designed
and made in
the USA that
are sold as
solutions to
this problem.

Triple Layer Mesh
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Beekeeping in a standard bee suit at a constant 35/40°C would not be fun! On
investigation, | find that many sports people also have the same problems,
especially runners. Also | was told of a related problem by a family member
who worked on one of the ‘Death in Paradise’ series filmed in Guadeloupe
where year-round daytime temperatures are around 30°C. The lead actor
particularly suffered from the heat, so after searching the world they got hold
of an Australian product, which was a waist-coat filled with gel packs that
could be pre-cooled, so during shots the actor stayed reasonably cool. If you
saw this series you will recall that this actor also wore what looked like a
normal English wool suit, but this had been redesigned - so it had almost no
back - to help keep him cool during filming.

Delving into who was the first to redesign bee suits so that in hot weather the
wearer doesn’t get so hot, | found the following information, which indicated
that Bill Samples of the USA was probably the first, but | would welcome any
additional information that readers are able to provide.
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Bill Samples was an
accountant by training and a
beekeeper / entrepreneur at
heart. He worked his own
bee hives in the heat and
humidity of Oklahoma and
developed a better bee suit
that would be cool,
comfortable and sting
resistant. Based on
conversations with other
beekeepers, he refined the
Ultra Breeze® beekeeping
suit and jacket in order to
develop what he claimed was
the best ‘cool’ beekeeping
protective clothing on the US
market.

Unfortunately, Bill died unexpectedly in June 2010. The outpouring of
support and appreciation for Bill and his Ultra Breeze® was enormous. Many
beekeepers lamented that they would not be able to purchase replacements
and in response to this support, his family has committed to continuing to
produce the Ultra Breeze® for the benefit of the beekeeping community and
in Bill's memory.

So far, | have not been able to find a UK supplier of the Ultra Breeze®
products. But, | now have found three UK suppliers of the ‘keep cool mesh
type’ bee suits, so it looks like they may become popular over here. From
what | have found most fabrics are made from three-ply mesh cloth, with the
sting resistant layer, usually a heavier mesh or rubberised mesh fabric layer,
being either situated as the middle or inner layer (next to the skin).

If you know of other products, ideas and suggestions to deal with summer
heat, please get in touch as | am sure this topic will continue to be pertinent if
temperatures continue increase year on year, perhaps due to ‘global
warming’ or differing weather patterns.

Rod Parker
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Varroacide and Nosema treatments available in the UK

Members may find the following summary detailing possible treatments
for these diseases helpful, but be aware complete eradication of these
destructive diseases still eludes beekeepers.

Varroacides

Various treatments are available in the UK, though none of them will
eradicate the mite completely. All treatments should be carried out strictly
according to the manufacturer’s instructions.

Pyrethroid based varroacides: Bayvarol and Apistan. Mites can become
resistant to these chemicals and resistant mites are now present in
many parts of the UK. Where mites are not resistant these chemicals
are 99% effective making it possible to treat just once a year.

Thymol based varroacides such as Apiguard, Api Life Var and Thymovar
not so effective, but as yet there is no sign of mites developing
resistance. Thymol based varroacides should not be used when there
are honey supers on the hive as they alter the flavour of the honey.

MAQS Beehive Strips became available in the UK in early 2013. This is a
formic acid based varroacide. Unlike pyrethroid, thymol and oxalic
acid, formic acid will penetrate the brood cappings and so will kill
mites hiding in the capped cells. This means it is can be used for
shorter periods when there is capped brood present.

Oxalic acid in syrup treatment will only kill mites on the adult bees as it
cannot penetrate the brood cappings. It is applied by the trickle
method and should only be applied when there is no brood in the
colony. It does dissolve in honey and indiscriminate use could produce
unacceptable levels in honey stores. So it should not be used on stores
of honey that may later be extracted. Oxalic acid can be dangerous to
bees and humans.

Nosema

Two Nosema species have been identified in honey bees in England and Wales, Nosema
apis and more recently the Asian species Nosema ceranae. Both are highly specialised
parasitic Microsporidian fungal pathogens. Nosema spp. invade the digestive cells lining
the mid-gut of the bee, there they multiply rapidly and within a few days the cells are
packed with spores, the resting stage of the parasite. When the host cell ruptures, it sheds
the spores into the gut where they accumulate in masses, to be later excreted by the bees.
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If spores from the excreta are picked up and swallowed by another bee, they can germinate
and once more become active, starting another round of infection and multiplication
(source NBU).

During research for my microscopy course, | came across a technical paper
issued in 2011 that was of great interest. It was by Tlak Gajger, Z. Kozaric, D.
Berta, S. Nejedli, Z. Petrinec of The Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of
Zagreb, a Croatian University. It demonstrating the effectiveness of treating
Nosema with APIVITA Nozevit, the research demonstrated a 78.35% reduction
in both nosema spores after 10 days. Extract from paper: “Based on our results
we have concluded that the herbal preparation Nozevit induces the production
and secretion of mucous from the epithelial layer of treated bees, and
additionally coats the peritrophic membrane to form a firm and resilient
envelope. Thus, the preparation may ensure protection from new invasion with
Nosema sp. spores and also from normal physiological processes.”

APIVITA state that Nozevit and Nozevit+ (incls. vitamins, essential oils and citric
acid) is completely natural herbal product produced from plant polyphenols
and purified water. | could find no claims on APIVITA’s website regarding
nosema, but it allows downloading of papers, including the one detailed above.
So far this is the only product | have found that is currently used to treat
Nosema in the EU and it is available in the UK. Nozevit products have been
used successfully for some 10 years around Europe.

Members should be aware that the marketing authorisation for Fumidil B
expired on the 31st December 2011. Fumidil B was used to treat Nosema until
the regulations permitting its use in the EU changed (Croatia now in the EU).

¢ Nozevit and Nozevit" treated syrup or candy [UK agent is E.H.Thorne
(Beehives) Ltd], can be applied twice yearly, each treatment is given
in two doses applied 10 days apart — see website www.apivita.hr for
product details.

If you know of other products, please get in touch and we’ll add them to the
next update.

Bees are classed as food producing animals and as such beekeepers are
required to keep an up to date Veterinary Medicines Record, so include all
treatment on your Hive Record Card.

Rod Parker
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‘Harrow in Leaf’ at the Headstone Village Show

This year is a one day event on Monday 31st August, which is different to
previous years and it has been renamed ‘The Headstone Village Show’, it is
being held in conjunction with Harrow Council, the providers of the
entertainment and stalls. Sarah James of HBKA has told me that it will be
challenging to get everything ready in the marquees as there will be less time
available to us. Sarah has also emailed all HBKA members the details and
entry forms.

Whether you've been keeping bees for 6 months or 30 years, please try to
enter something — it is important that HBKA gets 100 entries, so that the
“Blue Ribbon” for best in show can be awarded. Although winning is nice it’s
the taking part and supporting the event that’s most important —and there’s
no reason that your honey /wax /cake etc. won’t be as good as any others.
Sarah is sure most beekeepers will have a pound of two of their own honey
this year, so why not enter them into our honey show.

There are plenty of classes for non-beekeepers or those without honey —and
to answer a common question — “No it doesn’t have to be your own honey in
the cookery section “. If you’re not around over the show weekend then
we’re happy to take your entries ...so no excuses!

Harrow in LEAF will, as always since the first show in 2004, be running the
horticulture and craft competitions. There are a few new classes for small
growers in the vegetable section and an ‘AusterityCake’ in cookery, which
provides a topical challenge.

The ‘People’s Choice’ this year marks the 150th anniversary of “The

Adventures of Alice in Wonderland” and will, we hope, encourage your
imaginations.

17



‘Harrow in Leaf’ at the Headstone Village Show

Whatever you decide to enter, good luck! We hope you enjoy taking part and
the rest of your day at ‘The Headstone Village Show’.

STAGING AND REMOVAL OF EXHIBITS

As this year’s show is different from the previous year, you will note staging
and removal of exhibits has also changed a bit.

Vehicular access onto the site is restricted to dropping off only, Sarah will
email with these details nearer the time.

Staging will be on Sunday between 2pm and 7pm and Monday between
7.30am and 10am. Exhibits must not bear any identifying marks. Make sure
you allow plenty of time for staging your exhibits as judging will start very
promptly at 10am on the Monday. So please do not arrive at 9.55am and
expect to be ready in time. As you, (the exhibitor) need time to prepare your
exhibit and check the exhibit card is on the table and replace it face down.

On Monday the marquees will be cleared and closed to the public for
judging very promptly at 10 am, they remain closed until 12 noon. At the
end of the show the marquee will close at 4.45pm. Exhibits can only be
collected after 5pm, on production of a pass and ONLY when the public have
left the grounds.

No cars will be allowed onto the site until after 5pm on the Monday.

Also a reminder that if you wish to sell honey at the show then, as usual,
you'll need to help out and to enter a jar of honey in the gift class (Class 154)
and at least one other class in the honey section. The price of honey will be
£7 per 1Ib) with 10% going to HBKA, selling a maximum of 50lb. It would be
helpful if you could let Sarah know in advance if you would like to sell your
honey (or other produce).
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In the World News

More than 14% of England's honeybee colonies died over winter
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jun/25/more-than-14-of-
englands-honeybee-colonies-died-over-winter

Bees feeding on fungicide-dosed flowers develop health issues, studies say
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jun/18/bees-fungicide-flowers-
farm-insecticide

Oslo creates world's first 'highway' to protect endangered bees
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jun/25/oslo-creates-worlds-
first-highway-to-protect-endangered-bees

Woman saves bees with Mountain Dew, back rub
http://www.13wmaz.com/story/news/2015/06/24/woman-saves-bees-with-
mountain-dew-back-rub/29238935/

Millions of bees die after crash involving semi full of bee hives
http://wgad.com/2015/06/25/millions-of-bees-die-after-crash-involving-semi-
full-of-hives/

BBC Radio 4 presenter Martha Kearney: How my beloved bees nearly killed me
http://www.standard.co.uk/lifestyle/london-life/bbc-radio-4-presenter-martha-
kearney-how-my-beloved-bees-nearly-killed-me-10338712.html

Longmont talks bees and weeds, considers organic pesticides experiment
http://www.timescall.com/ci 28362857/longmont-talks-bees-and-weeds-
considers-organic-pesticides

British bees have visitors swarming into Expo sculptural hive
http://news.yahoo.com/british-bees-visitors-swarming-expo-sculptural-hive-
184620247.html

Keeping killer bees out while developing a species resistant to the dreaded varroa
mite

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-22/verroa-bees-honey-quarantine-
research/6563512

Wild bees are dying off and need to be protected — but not for the reasons you
think

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-
environment/wp/2015/06/22/wild-bees-are-dying-off-and-need-to-be-
protected-but-not-for-the-reasons-you-think/
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